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RESOLUTION 31/98 ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON 15 
DECEMBER 1976 

31/98. Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 

The General Assembly, 



_______ 

Recognizing the value of arbitration as a method of settling disputes arising in the context 
of international commercial relations, 

Being convinced that the establishment of rules for ad hoc arbitration that are acceptable 
in countries with different legal, social and economic systems would significantly 
contribute to the development of harmonious international economic relations, 

Bearing in mind that the Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law have been prepared after extensive consultation with arbitral 
institutions and centres of international commercial arbitration, 

Noting that the Arbitration Rules were adopted by the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law at its ninth session 1/ after due deliberation, 

1. Recommends the use of the Arbitration Rules of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law in the settlement of disputes arising in the context of international 
commercial relations, particularly by reference to the Arbitration Rules in commercial 
contracts; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to arrange for the widest possible distribution of the 
Arbitration Rules. 

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 17 (A/31/17), chap. V, 
sect. C. 

UNCITRAL ARBITRATION RULES 

Section I. Introductory rules 

SCOPE OF APPLICATION 



____________________ 

____________________ 

Article 1 

1. Where the parties to a contract have agreed in writing* that disputes in relation to that 
contract shall be referred to arbitration under the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules, then such 
disputes shall be settled in accordance with these Rules subject to such modification as the 
parties may agree in writing. 

2. These Rules shall govern the arbitration except that where any of these Rules is in 
conflict with a provision of the law applicable to the arbitration from which the parties 
cannot derogate, that provision shall prevail. 

*MODEL ARBITRATION CLAUSE 

Any dispute, controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this contract, or 
the breach, termination or invalidity thereof, shall be settled by arbitration in 
accordance with the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules as at present in force. 

Note - Parties may wish to consider adding: 

(a) The appointing authority shall be ... (name of institution or 
person); 
(b) The number of arbitrators shall be ... (one or three); 
(c) The place of arbitration shall be ... (town or country); 
(d) The language(s) to be used in the arbitral proceedings shall 
be ... 

NOTICE, CALCULATION OF PERIODS OF TIME 

Article 2 

1. For the purposes of these Rules, any notice, including a notification, communication or 
proposal, is deemed to have been received if it is physically delivered to the addressee or 



if it is delivered at his habitual residence, place of business or mailing address, or, if none 
of these can be found after making reasonable inquiry, then at the addressee=s last-known 
residence or place of business. Notice shall be deemed to have been received on the day it 
is so delivered. 

2. For the purposes of calculating a period of time under these Rules, such period shall 
begin to run on the day following the day when a notice, notification, communication or 
proposal is received. If the last day of such period is an official holiday or a non-business 
day at the residence or place of business of the addressee, the period is extended until the 
first business day which follows. Official holidays or non-business days occurring during 
the running of the period of time are included in calculating the period. 

NOTICE OF ARBITRATION 

Article 3 

1. The party initiating recourse to arbitration (hereinafter called the "claimant") shall give 
to the other party (hereinafter called the "respondent") a notice of arbitration. 

2. Arbitral proceedings shall be deemed to commence on the date on which the notice of 
arbitration is received by the respondent. 

3. The notice of arbitration shall include the following:

(a) A demand that the dispute be referred to arbitration; 

(b) The names and addresses of the parties; 

(c) A reference to the arbitration clause or the separate arbitration agreement 
that is invoked; 

(d) A reference to the contract out of or in relation to which the dispute arises; 

(e) The general nature of the claim and an indication of the amount involved, 
if any; 









3. If within thirty days after the appointment of the second arbitrator the two arbitrators 
have not agreed on the choice of the presiding arbitrator, the presiding arbitrator shall be 
appointed by an appointing authority in the same way as a sole arbitrator would be 
appointed under article 6. 

Article 8 

1. When an appointing authority is requested to appoint an arbitrator pursuant to article 6 
or article 7, the party which makes the request shall send to the appointing authority a 
copy of the notice of arbitration, a copy of the contract out of or in relation to which the 
dispute has arisen and a copy of the arbitration agreement if it is not contained in the 
contract. The appointing authority may require from either party such information as it 
deems necessary to fulfil its function. 

2. Where the names of one or more persons are proposed for appointment as arbitrators, 
their full names, addresses and nationalities shall be indicated, together with a description 
of their qualifications. 

CHALLENGE OF ARBITRATORS (Articles 9 to 12) 

Article 9 

A prospective arbitrator shall disclose to those who approach him in connexion with his 
possible appointment any circumstances likely to give rise to justifiable doubts as to his 
impartiality or independence. An arbitrator, once appointed or chosen, shall disclose such 
circumstances to the parties unless they have already been informed by him of these 
circumstances. 

Article 10 

1. Any arbitrator may be challenged if circumstances exist that give rise to justifiable 
doubts as to the arbitrators impartiality or independence. 

2. A party may challenge the arbitrator appointed by him only for reasons of which he 
becomes aware after the appointment has been made. 



Article 11 

1. A party who intends to challenge an arbitrator shall send notice of his challenge within 
fifteen days after the appointment of the challenged arbitrator has been notified to the 
challenging party or within fifteen days after the circumstances mentioned in articles 9 and 
10 became known to that party. 

2. The challenge shall be notified to the other party, to the arbitrator who is challenged and 
to the other members of the arbitral tribunal. The notification shall be in writing and shall 
state the reasons for the challenge. 

3. When an arbitrator has been challenged by one party, the other party may agree to the 
challenge. The arbitrator may also, after the challenge, withdraw from his office. In 
neither case does this imply acceptance of the validity of the grounds for the challenge. In 
both cases the procedure provided in article 6 or 7 shall be used in full for the appointment 
of the substitute arbitrator, even if during the process of appointing the challenged 
arbitrator a party had failed to exercise his right to appoint or to participate in the 
appointment. 

Article 12 

1. If the other party does not agree to the challenge and the challenged arbitrator does not 
withdraw, the decision on the challenge will be made: 

(a) When the initial appointment was made by an appointing authority, by that 
authority; 

(b) When the initial appointment was not made by an appointing authority, 
but an appointing authority has been previously designated, by that authority; 

(c) In all other cases, by the appointing authority to be designated in 
accordance with the procedure for designating an appointing authority as 
provided for in article 6. 

2. If the appointing authority sustains the challenge, a substitute arbitrator shall be 
appointed or chosen pursuant to the procedure applicable to the appointment or choice of 
an arbitrator as provided in articles 6 to 9 except that, when this procedure would call for 





as it considers appropriate, provided that the parties are treated with equality and that at 
any stage of the proceedings each party is given a full opportunity of presenting his case. 

2. If either party so requests at any stage of the proceedings, the arbitral tribunal shall hold 
hearings for the presentation of evidence by witnesses, including expert witnesses, or for 
oral argument. In the absence of such a request, the arbitral tribunal shall decide whether 
to hold such hearings or whether the proceedings shall be conducted on the basis of 
documents and other materials. 

3. All documents or information supplied to the arbitral tribunal by one party shall at the 
same time be communicated by that party to the other party. 

PLACE OF ARBITRATION 

Article 16 

1. Unless the parties have agreed upon the place where the arbitration is to be held, such 
place shall be determined by the arbitral tribunal, having regard to the circumstances of 
the arbitration. 

2. The arbitral tribunal may determine the locale of the arbitration within the country 
agreed upon by the parties. It may hear witnesses and hold meetings for consultation 
among its members at any place it deems appropriate, having regard to the circumstances 
of the arbitration. 

3. The arbitral tribunal may meet at any place it deems appropriate for the inspection of 
goods, other property or documents. The parties shall be given sufficient notice to enable 
them to be present at such inspection. 

4. The award shall be made at the place of arbitration.

LANGUAGE 
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